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Toryanse
Dimitris Kotronakis
Soundset Recordings

Exciting repertoire and playing
from Greek guitarist

It is always intriguing to hear someone
new playing fresh material, and all the bet-
ter if, from the first notes of the recording,
vou feel you are in for a real treat. Dimitris
Kotronakis (b. 1973) is a landed guitarist,
with a diploma and doctorate to his name,
and alsothe muscular surety of a great tech-

nique and the ability to make the guitar sing.

Thereis an eclectic array of composers
here: Atanas Ourkouzounov: Carlo Dome-
niconi; Thanassis Moraitis; Gerard Drozd;
St epan Rak, Astor Piazzolla, and Sergio
Assad; over an hour’s worth of distinet and
vivacious music that is both gratifving and

uplifting.

[ haven't heard Rak's works in a new
release for a long time, and the Russian
overtones of Kayvgorod and Balaiaika, as
vou might expect, are great tremolo ven-
tures for Kotronakis. Bulgarian composer
Ourkouzounov uses Japanese idioms to
create a dynamic tapestry with the titular
Torvanse Tales.

Expect surprises with the Domeniconi
pieces, especiallythe gorgeous A Step fo Far-
aclise. Two sketches by Moraitis give a nod
to Kotronoakis’ Greek heritage, and Drozd's
Adagio, Op. 44 is an “air’-stvle homage to
J.5. Bach. The guitarist avoids Piazzolla pit-
falls by aiming further afield than most do,
highlighting his Suffe Trofleana (transcribed
by Daric Bisso), with the movements “Ban-
doneon” and “Zita” wellexecuted and lead-
ing delightfully to Sergic Assad’s superb
Fantasia Carioca

Toryanse is an excellent recording,
bursting with exciting repertoire that
should help to maintain a buoyant interest
in the guit ar. —TF
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